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INTRODUCTION OF THE RED-BROWED FINCH
TO WESTERN AUSTRALIA
By J. L. LONG, Research Technician, Agriculture Protection Board.

T H E Red-browed Finch (Estrilda temporalis) has been established probably since 1958
in orchard clearings in Darling Range gullies east of Perth. Although some concern
has been shown at the introduction of a new species to Western Australia, it appears
to be of little economic importance.

This species is a general dull olive yellow
colour, lighter to grey on the underparts,
brighter at the sides of the hind neck.
The wing and tail feathers are a dusky
brown, the primaries on the wings being
margined with olive. The bill is red and
the rump and upper tail coverts are crimson. Both sexes are alike and the bird
measures about four inches.
The Red-browed Finch, probably better
known to aviculturists as Sydney Waxbill,
Red-head, Temporal Finch or Redbill, is a
native of eastern Australia. It ranges
along the east coast from Cape York to
Victoria, southeastern South Australia
and Kangaroo Island. It has been introduced and established in Tahiti and
possibly New Caledonia as well as Western
Australia.
The establishment in W.A. appears to
have resulted from the escape of birds
from captivity, although, in considering
the terrain it now occupies, deliberate
release of birds cannot be ruled out. This
species at present appears to range from
Bickley, Hackett Gully, the Dell and to
the edge of the scarp towards Helena
Valley and to Darlington. Flocks of up to
200 birds have been seen in recent years.
In the eastern States, this species
inhabits rain forest fringes and sclerophyll
forests of the east coast and frequents
grasslands, partly cleared and cultivated
lands, open forest and is common and
abundant in the neighbourhood of towns
and cities. With the exception of the Zebra
Finch, it probably inhabits the widest
45126-0)

variety of habitats of all the Australian
grass finches. It is most adaptable and
is common in the Tropics with fairly high
temperatures and in the south where
temperatures may even drop below freezing point. During the breeding season the
birds are seen in pairs or small flocks and
outside this period they form somewhat
nomadic flocks of two to three hundred
birds. The habitat occupied at present in
W.A. appears similar to that occupied in
the eastern States, but the species here is
largely inhabiting areas where clearing
and destruction of native habitat has
occurred.
The Red-browed Finch feeds on small
seeds of grasses and herbaceous plants
and is known to feed on water-pepper,
chickweed, thistles, lantana berries, ink
weed, ti tree berries, many native fruits
and in the breeding season, insects. In
W.A. it has been found to feed on summer
grass, winter grass and hair grass and has
been observed feeding on veldt grass, Briza
species and native sedge.
From the information available, it
appears that this finch is unlikely to
become a pest to agriculture in this State.
It is not known to do any damage within
its native range and is unlikely to compete
with other indigenous birds, with the
exception of the Red-eared Firetail, Zebra
finch and the introduced Goldfinch. Within
its present range only competition with
the Red-eared Firetail is likely but this
can only be ascertained by further study
of the two species.
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